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McComb History

by Parlee C. Grose

TUNION GRIST MILLS BURN

The Herald of Janumary 8, 1902,
reported:

“The Union Grist Mals,
by M. A. ¥ Tiiman Bond,
0. G. v the HOm
o ¥, and Co., were de-
stroyed by fire Mooday I
about 3 o'clock,
their contents, part
sisted of grain belonging
Shulér and the members
stock company which
the elevators in connection with

‘“The Union Grist Mills were
built in 1858 by Isaac Cusac. Since
then they have been - owned by
numerous persons.”
STORY OF MOCOMB’'S G
AND FLOUR MILLS - -

In Etisha . Todd’s < *
tions” weg read: ‘“‘Thomas W.
Todd, thel youngest i brother . of
' Benj.  Todd{ moved' - here i the
eanly settlement of the township.

. . he conceived the idea of build-
ing a horse mill. Having ascer-
tained where he could get a set
of burrs suitable for the purpose,
he set to work at once- and soom
had a mil in running order. The
exact time it was buiit T have not
heen able to ascertain, but it
must have been as early as 1838."
° In Brown's History of Hancock
Courty, (published in 1838,) it is
stated that along  about 1841
{“William Todd built a horse-mil, |
ithen the only contrivance in the
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ens erected a grist mi on Pick-
eas Rum, which was in operation
and did good service for many
years. In 1850. . . a smaH grist
mil (was put up) by S. H Fair-
child, which ran about eight
vears. In 1857 or 1858 Isaac Cu-
.sac emected and put in operation
\steam fouring mill in the same

eters .

village. In 1884 this mill was e
modeled and the roller process

3

i
En

:
i

E
t

g

|

L
E

|
:

E;
;!

2
g

;
E

EE
ga
&E.

§
:

ge
g

2
8

g

g

)
£

ams. Theve was one other horse
in the county, located at
Findlay 4nd built some time be-
fore this one. The grindimg capac-
ity of our mil here was from 50

to 75 b“"ﬂ\’.g 24 hours.”
Elisha Todd{ & states: “Mr.
Beardskey m tus ‘History of Han-

cock County,’ in speaking of Pleas-
ant township says, ‘The first
flouring mill was builk by Thomas
Pickens in 1845 on Pickens Run.
Previous to that time a hand mill
gwned by William Todd was the
only means of making bread stuff
in the township.’
“In this statement he is all
wrong, for beside the horse mill
built by Mr. Todd, he also built a
flouring mill on Allgire Run,
southeast of James Brown's resi-
dence on land now owned by Mr.
Leader. This mi#ll was nm by wal-
er. Both mills were built before
the Pickens mik. As for the hand
mill, there never was one owned
or operated m this township. One
or two such mills were used in
Portage township.’
TO THE UNION GRIST MIL1S
In the above accounts it would
seem (taking the '‘Thomas W.”
to be the samre person as the
“William” Todd)

like this:

horse mill-built around 1838.

1 “The Thomas W. or William Todd |

flour mill (Built on Allgire Rumn)
—built between 1838 and 1845.

of McComb) —1845. ;
The Fairchild grist mill (erect-

ed in McComb and wused
picht vaare LIRS0,

FROM THE TODD HORSE MILL

that the se-
| quence of MoComb’s early flour
and grist mills nms  something

The Thomas W. or Wiliam Todd |

The Thomas Pickens grist mill
(erected on Pickens Run northwest

about
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The Isaac Gusa?;team flouring
miil (the “stéam grist milt’ and
the only mil shown on the Hard-
esty Atlas map of MbComb in
1875)—built in 1858.

The Cusac mil remodeled
(probably to become McComb's
Union Grist Miils)-1884.

The Shepard Elevator (this
flour and grist mi!l, at some date
as yet not detexmired, was built
during the latter part of the 1800s
on or near the site of the present
Co-Op Elevator apnd in the 90s
was operated by R. A. Shepard
and Co., and was known as the
McComb Elevators.)
| The Cruikshank - elevator. Im-
mediately after the Upion Grist
Mills burned down  early in 1902
the Cruikshank brothers of Prain
ie Depot, O., purchased the oca-
tion and built a pew elevatlor,
which i time passed to other
ownership and became kpown by
the farmers as the West End e}
evator. Built in 1902, it stood for
many years, was finally destroy-
by fire and was pot rebuilt,
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